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A Guide to Preparing Superfund Proposed Plans, Records of Decision, and Other Remedy Selection Decision Documents
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National Remedy Review Board
Composition: EPA senior managers, technical and policy experts from EPA HQ and all Regions.

Function: A peer advisory group to advise Regional decision-makers on remedy selection. Makes
recommendations to Region but does not make the remedy decision. Has reviewed 59 sites to date.

Criteria: Reviews sites where proposed remedy is greater than $30 million or where the remedy the Region

is proposing is 50% more costly than the least costly, protective alternative. Also reviews new proposals
where cost is 20% higher than original cost estimate.

Procedure: Information is provided to the Board approximately 1 month in advance of its meeting date. It
generally includes

details of the Region’s proposed cleanup plan,

positions of the State, PRPs and the community,

rationale for the risk assessment and the cleanup levels,
. discussion of other cleanup alternatives,

estimate of costs, and

an evaluation of this proposal’s consistency with other Agency decisions.
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Public Participation: Since this is an internal EPA deliberation, the public does not participate in the
Board’s meeting. Communities with a TAG and sometimes PRPs are invited to submit a 10 page written
'submission outlining any concerns or issues they believe are important for the Board to consider. The State

can make a presentation during the informational part of the meeting, but does not participate in the internal
EPA deliberations.

Outcome: The Board provides a written recommendation to Regional management, which the Region
responds to before making a final remedy decision. The Board makes does not select the remedy or fund it.



